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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher, Lympsham  St Michael, Brent Knoll  St Mary, East Brent 

BAPTISM 
When do we hold baptisms? 
- on the fourth or fifth Sunday of a month at 

12.15pm or 1.15pm; 
  we normally have one family at each time, 

however, there may be occasions when we 
have another child to baptise and so there 
will be two families together; 

- or at our regular worship on a Sunday 
morning at 10.00am; 

  There will be exceptions due to the church 
calendar 

How do you book a baptism? 
- collect an application form the Church 

Office 
 
 

WEDDING 
How do we book our wedding? 
-   please contact our Parish Administrator in 

the Church Office, who will discuss with 
you availability of dates and times; will talk 
to you about the qualifying connection you 
have with the parish; and will take you and 
your fiancé’s details; 

-   you will then be contacted by our vicar to 
arrange a date to meet. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ 
E-mail:  churchoffbkebly@aol.com 
Phone:  01278 769082 
Open Tuesday & Wednesday,  
10.30am-3.30pm 

Priest in Charge Revd. Simon Lewis The Rectory, Ash Trees, East Brent  
   rev.simonlewis@googlemail.com 
PCC Secretary Sandra Hanmer  01934 750076 
Churchwardens Miss Frances James 760 287    Mr Mike Smith 760 691 

Services for April 2014 
Date Service Time Church 
  6th April 
Lent 5 

Holy Communion - BCP
All-sorts-Worship 

  8.00am 
11.00am 

St. Mary’s East Brent  
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

13th April 
Palm Sunday 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Crosses on the Knoll 
Reflections on Palm Sunday

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  3.00pm 
  4.00pm 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
The Knoll 
St. Mary’s East Brent 

20th April 
Easter Thanksgiving 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

27th April 
Easter 2 

Holy Communion - BCP
Eucharist 
Evening Prayer – Said 

  8.00am 
10.00am 
  6.30pm 

St. Mary’s East Brent 
St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

  4th May 
Easter 3 

Holy Communion - BCP
All-sorts-Worship 

  8.00am 
11.00am 

St. Christopher’s Lympsham 
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll 

Every Tuesday Holy Communion   2.30pm St. Mary’s East Brent 
Every Wednesday Holy Communion 10.00am St. Christopher’s Lympsham 

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota 
13th April   8.00am Michael Champion 
20th April   8.00am Michael Champion 
 10.00am Tim & Jane Hannah 
27th April   6.30pm Sally Wingate 
  4th May 11.00am Michael & Margaret Smith 
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METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister Revd. Andrew Biggs 

After utterly neglecting my postage stamp sized garden after the hideous weather we’ve 
all suffered.  I girded my loins and went out there last Sunday afternoon to perform a 
damage assessment.  It wasn’t pretty and I felt fairly despondent about the whole thing, 
to be honest.  This wasn't helped by my having driven back from Church that morning in 
the sunshine (yes, sunshine!) and seeing how beautifully kept the gardens of Brent Knoll 
are.  After about 3 hours of chopping back and repotting, I realised I’d only scratched the 
surface.  I also noted that at one point I was actually talking and apologising to my plants 
as I was repotting them, which was mildly concerning.  It wasn’t until I watched the news 
that evening, however, and saw the victims of the flood damage returning to what was 
left of their homes to assess the damage that I realised quite how pathetic I’d been 
complaining about a few overgrown shrubs and some pot bound plants.  We’ve had 
collections for the flood relief and it’s clear how much this money is needed.  I just hope 
that as the weather improves and the waters recede, the victims aren’t forgotten 
nationally now they’re no longer headline news. 
A date to put in your diary; we will be having a Spring “bring and buy” coffee morning 
here at the Church on Saturday 3rd May from 10.30am.  A warm welcome guaranteed as 
we love sharing drinks and chats with our Village friends. 
Wishing you all a very happy Easter from all at Brent Knoll Methodist Church. 
 Rosemary Krull 
Preachers for April at 10.30am 
  6th April : Rev Margaret Trapp (Holy Communion) 
13th April : Mr David Lee 
20th April : Mrs Di Smart (Easter Sunday) 
27th April : Mrs Joyce Pipet 

Toddlers 
We have really enjoyed the Spring Term welcoming new members as well as 
seeing our regulars. 
The toddlers have been busy developing their creative skills colouring pictures 
of lambs and chicks as well as making cards for Mothering Sunday full of 
colourful kisses. 

April 1st sees the last day of term with more card making - this time for Easter and Hot 
Cross Buns for everyone!  
We wish all our toddlers, their families and carers a very Happy Easter and look forward 
to seeing you all again when we return for the Summer Term on Tuesday 29th April. Jane 

St Michael’s Church Register 
Holy Baptism At Rest 
Phoebe Louise Butcher Betty Margaret Brooks 
Jenson Kingsbury Wallace Leonard Coles (known to us all as Wally) 

Easter Lilies 
If anyone would like to make a donation towards the cost of the Easter Lilies for St 
Michael’s Church floral decorations in memory of loved ones; please contact :- 
Marion Vining on 760 612. Marion 
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Call now for a free no 
obligation quote 
 

We will aim to beat  
all written quotes 
 
 
 

Part P Qualified  
 

17th Edition 
 

Inspection & Testing 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Registered 

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset 

Kingfisher Windows 
Local Family Business 

Est. 1986 by John Fisher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all your Windows, Doors, 
Cladding and Conservatory needs 

   Tel: 01278 760 616 
www.kingfishercheddar.co.uk 

Come and see us at our 
showroom 

Unit 8, Mill Batch Farm 
East Brent, Somerset. TA9 4JN 



�

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

������	��

���������������������

�����������
�������	
�
�������	
������
��
���������

���������
��
�����

�����
��
������
����	
�������
��
��������
	�����	�
�������	
�

�������	
��	�������
��
���
�����
	���	 
���������������������� �����

!�����
"������#
$�	������

��!"#
����$���� ��	����%

%�� 
&'()*�)*(+&+

��
&))+��,'�,),

���������	
�����	�����	�����	�	���������
����	�����	����	�����
�������	
��
��		

��������	
�������������������	
����	�����

&������	
�	

���#
������
�����
���
�������	�
������#
�����	�
������	�#
����������	
��
	�����

���	���	 
'������
��
��
�������
��
#���
������ 

'	�
��
������ 
����������������������������������������������������������������

 �������	
��
���		����!����"��#��$��������������



7 
 

Brent Knoll Parish Council 
Meeting Summary - March 2014 

Meeting Attendance: 9 Councillors and 3 members of the public. 
Minutes of the February meetings: 
The Minutes of the meetings held in February were approved as true and 
accurate reflections of those meetings 
Declarations 
There were no declarations relevant to this meeting. 
Key Matters agreed and resolutions approved 

1. Stile steps to be completed in line with previous agreements. 
2. Pot Hole reported and action taken near 70, Brent Street. 
3. Continuing parking problems near school and dangers of emerging roads. 
4. Safety Issues raised by a local resident on the Green play surfaces and 

swing seats. 
5. Reports made of children playing ball games in the car park. 
6. Further representations to be made to Cllr Harvey Siggs ref 20mph near 

school. 
7. Speed Indicator Device purchase continues to be investigated. 
8. Defibrillator Project ongoing with an invite to Martin Hagan. 
9. Flood action group update (minutes available on request). 

Planning Decisions 
07/14/00002: Nightingale Farm The Parish Council made no observations. 
07/14/00004: Quantock Villa Station Road The Parish Council supported this 

application. 
07/14/00005: Woodleigh Station Road The Parish Council supported this 

application. 
Finance Matters: Dealt with and payments agreed in line with published agenda. 
  Current Budget circulated to members prior to the meeting 
Full copy of the minutes available on the website and also available from the Clerk.  
Forthcoming meetings: Flood Action Group 17th March 2014 
 Parish Council Meeting 7th April 2014 
 Annual Parish Meeting Wednesday 23rd April. 
Public always welcome to these meetings. 
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk 

Royal British Legion Women’s Section - Brent Knoll branch  
The Women’s Section will be holding its next Branch meeting on 
Tuesday, 8th April from 7pm in the Red Cow.  This is open to members of 
the Women’s Section and those ladies interested in joining.  There will 
not be any charge and you buy your own coffee or drinks at the bar.  
Some of us will be staying on for a bar snack and you are very welcome to join us - 
no need to book.  Further information about this meeting and the Women’s Section 
may be obtained from Liz (760 810), Bella (760 528) and Cynthia (760 198).         
The Women’s Section is a registered charity, number 219279. Mary Piper 
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Just a thought! 
Learn to forgive 

God, “forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.” 
Take a step-back and you will see before you a frightened and unforgiving society, 
uneasy with itself.  The prayer Christians call the Lord’s Prayer asks God to forgive our 
sins - sins being those times in our lives when we turn our back on God and say ‘I don’t 
need you God to share my life with: I can do it on my own.’  The prayer then goes on to 
say, as we forgive those who sin against us – when they turn their back on you.  It is that 
which is the most difficult.   
One of the most important things I am able to give and yet one of the most difficult is 
forgiveness.  Yes, forgiven-ness!  It’s a beautiful gift.  I really am trying to learn to forgive 
time and time again.  Not just the big things, the deliberate hurts or actions of another 
person: in some ways they’re the easier ones and I can feel good about them.  Then I 
tend to become self-righteous. 
The little things are more difficult but I have to try.  If I don’t, as soon as I stop forgiving I 
begin to build a wall and when the wall gets higher I find I’m inside it and I think I have 
built a castle, but what I’ve really done is build myself a prison and shut myself inside. 
In my life as a priest, many people have confided in me and I know many secret hopes 
and fears, the good and the bad.  I know above all that you, who are reading this, are 
different from me and that each of us responds to the world from inside ourselves.  The 
deepest part of my world and yours is still unknown and it seems obvious that 
disagreements and tensions therefore will develop.  Why?  Precisely because we are 
different and we haven’t accepted that this is how it is.   
I find it true that only when I really understand that people are different, I acknowledge 
the integrity and freedom of another, I accept their difference, and if necessary forgive 
them, can I live at peace with them or myself. 
If I don’t forgive, I live in a state of siege – me in my castle prison and you in yours.  I also 
know there are many special opportunities to make peace, to mend quarrels – a kind 
word, a gesture, a note – some sign of reconciliation.  Once you’ve made the first step 
the rest is easy.  So why not begin today, to forgive, and to find happiness. 
 Simon Lewis, Priest-in-Charge 

Easter Egg Trail from St Michael’s Church 
On Easter Sunday, why not follow an Easter Egg Trail in Brent Knoll Village, visit Open 
Gardens or climb the Knoll to see the three crosses?  
The Friends of St Michael’s Church will lay an Easter egg trail around Brent Knoll village 
on Easter Day, Sunday 20th April.  You can follow the trail starting at 2pm.  The church 
will be open for viewing our Easter flower display.  Three gardens close by will be open 
to the public. 
Delicious cakes and drinks will be served in the vestry  
Entry forms for the trail and tickets for the gardens will be available between 2 and 4pm 
at the church.  (Charges £1 per child for the egg trail and £2 per adult for entry to 
gardens). Ged 
Easter Trivia 
Q1 What do you call rabbits that marched in a long sweltering Easter parade? 
Q2. What do you call a duck that just doesn’t fit in? 
Q3. Why are people always tired in April?  (Answers on page 35) DW 
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THE FROCK SHOP 
Dress Agency 

Brent Knoll’s Best Kept Secret  
Quality new
and nearly 

new designer
labels at

discounted
prices

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10am – 4pm Mon to Sat 
11am - 3pm Sunday 
Situated behind The Acorns Café 

(formerly The Goat House) 
On the A38 at Brent Knoll 

01278 760 800 
www.thefrockshopuk.com

Adam Popham 
Director 
A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd 

 

Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural 
local Electrical contractor 

All aspects of electrical work 
undertaken in a courteous, friendly 

and professional manner 
 

Mark, Somerset,     07738221754 
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Holywell Nursing Home 
 

Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Telephone: 01278 760 601      Fax: 01278 760 912 

Email: holywellnursinghome@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Registered Provider and Matron:  Sarah Joyce  RMN  RGN 
 

At Holywell we believe that all who use our services should feel welcome, safe and in control.  
That their rights to have choice, independence, dignity, privacy and fulfillment are respected. 

 
Holywell is registered and regulated by the Care Quality Commission and has been awarded 

the Quality Rating with Somerset Social Services. 
 

We now have accommodation for 30 residents. 
 

All rooms are ensuite and our recent upgrade includes a second lift, extra bathroom with 
ceiling hoist and a shower/wet room.  The kitchen is now in the centre of the Nursing Home, 

by the dining room. 
 

We can offer long term care, short term or respite care, from one night to however long is 
required, day care or visit for a meal or bath/shower.  Drop in information service, we are here 

to help and support our local community. 
 

We also welcome volunteers especially to help our less able to enjoy their meals, perhaps hand 
massage or give a hand with the activity ladies. 

 
People coming to live here are encouraged to bring with them items to personalize their rooms. 

 
We operate an open house policy, visitors are welcome at any time that the resident is happy to 

see them. 
 

A brochure is available which includes our Philosophy of Care and Statement of Purpose. 
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Holiday Accommodation 
Three bedroom apartment, sleeping five.  Overlooking the harbour.  In 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, North Wales.  Porthmadog has a rich maritime and 
railway history, being the terminus of both the Welsh Highland Railway 
and the Blaenau Ffestiniog Railway.  An excellent base for touring the 
surrounding area.  The famous Italianate village of Portmeirion, built by the 
architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis, is just 2 miles away, whilst Criccieth 
and Harlech castles are within easy 
reach.  As are Mt Snowdon, 
Caernarfon and Anglesey. 
The apartment has good views of the 
harbour and the Ffestiniog Railway 
terminus.  The shops are less than a 
five minute walk and the nearest 
beach at Borth-y-Guest a 15 minute 
walk.   Ample local walking in 
breath taking scenery. 
For more details please contact Jenny on 01278 760477 or 07748 781 593
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WHERE IN OUR VILLAGE 
Each month the BKN will have a small picture quiz – no prizes, but I 
hope you may enjoy guessing where the object shown is located within 
the Parish boundary.  
Last month’s object was a little bit of a trick shot. It is the water flowing 
down the footpath which runs from Manor Farm towards the Knoll and 
is as large as that because I took the shot from very close to the water. 

Hopefully, though, it will not look as bad as that 
again for a very long time. 
This month’s object should be fairly easy, 
particularly as it is a medieval four-centred 
doorway. So where is it? The answer and 
another object will be shown next month.     JaPe 

Quick Crossword - Answers 
Across 
1) Therapy 
5) Davis  
8) April 
9) Notably 
10) Testate 
11) Heady 
12) Dimitt 

14) Islets 
18) Pants 
20) Yelping 
22) Tribute 
23) Cease 
24) Legal 
25) Fastest 
 

Down 
1) Toasted 
2) Earns 
3) Atleast 
4) Yanked 
5) Dutch 
6) Vibrate 
7) Shyly 

13) Mending 
15) Splices 
16) Suggest 
17) Myself 
18) Petal 
19) Scull 
21) Irate 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 12th April 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10.00am to 12 noon 

Locally produced Fresh Beef, Pork, Chicken, Eggs, Cheese, Pickles & Preserves 
Asian Food, Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, Westcroft Cider, Homemade Cakes 

and Savouries, Phoenix Cards, Handmade Cards, Silver and Beaded Jewellery, 
Children’s Games,  Toys and Puzzles, Local Crafts, Textiles, etc., 

CDs, DVDs, Books and Bric-a-Brac 
Plus Raffle 

The Parish Café will be serving Bacon and Sausage Butties and light snacks 
Entrance FREE 

Good Quality, clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or 
to Book a Table (£7 per table) Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308) 

Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 
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CHELSEA FARM 
CENTRE LTD 

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ 

TEL: 01278 760 480 
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS - 

HANGING BASKETS - TUBS - 
PERENNIALS - SHRUBS 
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR 

SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -
PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES
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Holiday Home 
for Happy Cats 

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE, 
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX 

Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062 
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Dog Activities Ring Crufts 2014 
Shellkirma Rainbow Quartz Nov. Ex, RL2 (Eski) had the pleasure of performing again in the 
Dog Activities Ring as a member of the Friday Obedience demonstration team.  Naturally, I 
got to perform too but could never upstage her ladyship.  We had the honour of being asked 
to do this last year and thoroughly enjoyed our day.  This year we were in a team of 6 dogs 
and handlers consisting of 2 Collies, 1 Golden retriever, 1 German Shepherd & 1 Doberman, 
so Eski was easy to spot, being the smallest dog there and being the first Schipperke to be a 
member of the Dog Activities Obedience Squad at Crufts.  At the start of the demonstration 
we paraded into the ring and paired up with Blue (a large long-coated German Shepherd) as 
we proceeded across the ring.  Once across the ring we filed off to our demonstrating 
positions around the ring. 
Between the six handlers and dogs we demonstrated the different stages of training and the 
exercises required to compete in Obedience competition.  Of course, there are as many 
different ways of training as there are stages.  Some of us use clickers and treat rewards; 
some of us use toys; some of us use both; so the thirteenth member of the team is our 
commentator Claire.  Not only has she organised the 4 Obedience demonstration teams, but 
also the relatively new sport of Rally –Obedience, again 4 teams.  Claire commentates each 
time a team is in the ring; so as all the Dog Activity squads do 2 demonstrations a day, 
Claire was extremely busy.  
Apart from the demonstration ring in the Dog Activities area of Crufts, there are pens for 
each activity.  These are manned by members of the appropriate team throughout the day, 
apart from when that activity is in the demonstration ring.  Hence Eski and I had three twenty 
minute stints in there, generally answering questions regarding training.  Quite a few people 
came over to ask specifically about training small dogs. 
For those of you who have never been to Crufts, there is so much to see and do.  Halls 1-5 
of the NEC, plus the Pavilion and the NEC Arena, are filled with breed rings, exhibition rings, 
Kennel Club Good Citizen’s ring, Young Kennel Club ring, Obedience Championships arena, 
Discover Dogs and Trade stands of all descriptions.  It is not just about breed showing.  
Burnham-on-Sea Canine Training Club, which train in the Parish Hall on Tuesdays, had one 
of their members, Janet Saker and her Golden Retriever, Xante, in the final of the Special 
Pre-Beginners Stake.  They came a very respectable seventh.  
For those of you who don’t know Eski, I should explain: she is an 
eight year old black Schipperke, otherwise known as a Belgian 
Barge Dog.  Both Eski and William, my 1 year old Schipperke, 
were at Crufts on Thursday 6th March on the Discover Dogs 
Schipperke stand.  William then returned on the Saturday to 
compete in the showing classes.  I still have a lot to learn in the 
showing environment: my first mistake has been to teach him to 
drive forward in heelwork.  So bless him, he struts his stuff, kicking his legs high as he goes.  
Oops!!!  This is considered a fault in his physical build in breed, so I’m having to re-educate 
him to do a dainty trot when we are in the breed ring.  It looks so simple, but like everything 

else it is not.  At least, we came home with a 
third place.  Next time he goes to Crufts I 
hope he has some Working Trials titles 
behind his posh name.  Eski has both 
Obedience and Rally Obedience titles 
behind hers and we’re hoping that they too 
will have changed by next year’s Crufts.  
The top picture is Eski doing some heelwork 
training and the bottom picture is William on 

watch duty on our barge.                                                                 Jenny
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At our last meeting, Martha Perrian gave a very interesting illustrated talk about the 
fortifications on Brean Down.  Many of us were not aware of the history of these 
buildings or how long they had been there.  After learning about Brean Down, we will 
now look forward to our April meeting, when Mrs Thomas will give a talk on Old 
Burnham-on-Sea.  
Next meeting – 16th April – Mrs Thomas – Old Burnham-on-Sea 
We are a very friendly group and we welcome new members of all ages.  We meet on 
the third Wednesday of every month, so just come along to a meeting or contact        
Joy Collett - 01278 760 458. Trish Mace 
WI CRAFT GROUP 
There will be no meeting in April but we will restart again in May.  We are a small 
group who meet to knit, chat and have a cuppa. As well as knitting for our usual 
charities, Romania and Mission to Seafarers, we also now knit for Somewhere to Go, 
a Weston based charity helping the homeless and vulnerable. 
We are grateful to those who are unable to attend our meetings but still donate wool 
or knitted items to us. 
For any further information please contact me on 760 691. Margaret Smith 
Quotes and Tips from the Farmer’s Wife 
April 
Notable dates: 
Palm Sunday 13th, Good Friday 18th, Easter Day 20th, Queen Elizabeth II 
birthday 21st, St George’s Day 23rd, Full Moon 15th and New Moon 29th. 
April showers are often the heaviest on the last Saturday of the month, which 
coincides with the start of the Cricket season! 
April, with her early showers, heralds the way for early flowers. 
Oak before Ash, we’re in for a splash, Ash before Oak, we’re in for a soak. 
When choosing a cat, note that a tabby with the marking of an “M” on it’s head, will be 
a good mouser. 
A farm cat is a working cat, a farmer’s wife is known to say “Men to bed, cats to barn”. 
Do not view a pigeon through glass.  If seen flying across or very close to a window, it 
is said to be foretelling problems to come. 
Preserve mint by putting the leaves in a food bag and freeze.  When frozen the leaves 
become brittle.  Give the bag a squeeze each time you open the freezer.  You can 
take out the amount you want to make mint sauce.  Saves chopping and waste. 
 Farmer’s Wife 
BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
The Last whist drive for this season will be held on Monday 7th April 2014 at the 
usual time of 7pm at Ivy Clad Hall.  They will recommence in October.  
Admission £1.50 with prizes and a raffle. David Outfin 
FRONT COVER Photo 
Thank you again to Tony Gilbert for this Month’s photo; who attended a Bell Ringing on 
Sunday morning, to show us all the Ringers that we hear on a Sunday Morning. Bob 
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Hopkins Plumbing 

Heating  Boilers  Kitchens  Bathrooms  Garden Taps  Drains 

If Natural Gas, LPG or water connects to it,
I can install, fix or service it!

 

Landlords Certificates  -  Boiler and Fire Servicing 
Efficient work & friendly approach - No job too Small 

Over 25 years experience  -  Quality & Value 

07740 605507 
Or 01278 760710 

 

159240 

 
PETER EVERETT 

Registered Osteopath

Highbridge  
Medical Centre 
Pepperall Road 

Highbridge 
Somerset 
TA9 3YA 

 
01278 793223 

Practice premises: - 

12 Woodborough Rd,  
Winscombe BS25 1AA 

01934 844764 

Berrow  
Medical Centre 

Berrow Health Campus 
Brent Road 

Burnham-on-Sea 
TA8 2JU 

 
01278 793223 

Can now be seen at the addresses below: -
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Kathryn Talbot 
Office and Secretarial Services 

 

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, 
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, 
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc. 
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service 
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc. 

Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB 
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393 

Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com 

OFSTED Registered
OUTSTANDING NURSERY EDUCATION

(OFSTED June 08)
Full Day Care 8am-6pm 
Mon-Fri (Term Time) 
Ages 2 Years to 11 Years 
Free places available for 3 and 4 year olds 

Tel: 01278 769126
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Brent Knoll House Histories 
Andrews’s Tenement – 1 
This month I am starting a new house history.  Exactly where that is will become 
apparent next month.  This month I am introducing the topic with an interesting will 
found amongst the deeds. 
On the 4th day of May, 1811 John 
Gould, of South Brent in the 
County of Somerset, Gentleman, 
wrote his Last Will and Testament.  
It took six and a half sheets of 
handwritten foolscap, each of 
which was signed by John and by 
the three witnesses, E S Poole,  
John Poulden and Jos. R Poole. 
As the witnesses were solicitors 
from Bridgwater it seems very 
likely that they were the ones who 
made it so similar to the deeds of 
the day; that is, extremely verbose 
and repetitive.  
From the will we learn that John Gould had a wife Mary and four children, Ann, Alice, 
John and Thomas.  It is possible that Ann and Thomas were twins, although the 
source for this being the census details, which, at that time, were frequently 
inaccurate, it is difficult to be certain.  In the 1841 census Thomas is shown as being 
born in 1791, whilst Ann is shown as 1781.  That looks like a simple transposition 
error for Thomas’ birth date, except that by 1851 Thomas’ birth date had receded to 
1781 (a more likely date), but Ann is now shown as 1779.  There is always a problem 
with the 1841 census, where births were rounded to the nearest five years (though 
that does not entirely explain Thomas’ given birth date), but by 1851 things had 
improved.  However, a decade later, in 1861, Thomas and Ann are both shown as 
born in 1779.  
John’s daughter Ann had been married for some years by the time of the will.  Her 
husband, George, was a native of South Brent, who presumably died sometime 
between 1841, when he is recorded as being 70 years old and 1851, when he no 
longer appears in the records.  The only person living with Ann by 1851 is another 
George, who was born in 1802, and is described as a Master Carpenter, but is 
downgraded in 1861 to being merely a Carpenter.  They lived in Church Lane and 
Ann, in 1851, is described as the mother of George, but also as a pauper.  Ten years 
later she is referenced as the Head of the household and a widow, which seems more 
accurate.  Perhaps “pauper” just meant she was getting older! 
Ann’s sister, Alice, the will tells us, became the wife of George Wilton, but they must 
have moved some distance away as there is no reference to them in the census for 
any place in Somerset within any of the reasonable dates.  This does seem to be 
implied by the tone of the will, as we shall see. 
Ann and Alice both receive one bequest of £100 and another of £350, both to be paid 
within six months of the death of their father. Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories - Continued 
The difference between the two legacies granted to each, is that one is to be taken 
from the lands settled on their brother Thomas, whilst the other is to be taken from the 
residual real and personal estate administered by Trustees.  Ann gets her money 
without any further comment, but Alice has her money placed in the hands of those 
Trustees, who are enjoined to invest it in property or securities and to hold it 
exclusively for Alice “independent of any current or future husband, who shall not 
intermeddle therewith, nor shall the same be subject or liable to his or their 
Contracual [sic] debts or engagements.”  It also notes that her receipt for any money 
will be sufficient.  
However, if Alice should pre-decease her husband, than he would be the beneficiary 
during his lifetime, after which it would be divided equally amongst the children of 
Alice.  In other words, if Alice should remarry after her husband’s death then any 
further children would also be eligible to receive an equitable share.  This stipulation 
regarding her husband becoming a potential beneficiary suggests that the proviso, in 
her case, for trustees in the will, arises not because her father is aware of any 
problems in her marriage, but rather because he is ensuring she will be the 
beneficiary whatever the state of the partnership, probably because they live too far 
away for him to have had recent contact with them. 
Mary, John’s wife, is provided for by permitting her to continue to live in “that part of 
my dwelling house and orchard now in my occupation,” to have all his household 
goods and to receive an annuity of £30 per annum, “free of property tax and all other 
taxes.”  A £30 income, paid equally on quarter days (24 June, 29 Sept, 25 Dec and 25 
March), was the equivalent of a reasonable salary for e.g. a local schoolteacher at the 
time.  The constraint regarding taxes highlights the fact that this was 1811, with the 
Napoleonic Wars still under way and taxes on property and most other forms of 
income were at the unpopular, but accepted level of 10% (raised five years previously 
from 5%).  They were abolished in 1816 due to public outcry after the Battle of 
Waterloo had decided the conflict. 
Another interesting phrase used regarding the dwelling house left to Mary was 
“without impeachment of waste.”  Basically this meant that Mary was able to do 
whatsoever she liked with the property, irrespective of the fact that others had an 
interest in it after her lifetime.  If the clause had not been included other members of 
the family may have been able to force her to abandon plans for improvements, 
whatever those were, or for major, or even minor, alterations.  With the clause she 
had freedom to act as she pleased. 
After providing for his wife and daughters the remainder of the will of John Gould 
divided his property between his two sons, Thomas and John, and to John’s sons 
George and Charles.  Again there is a difference between the methods by which the 
two sons receive their inheritances.  Thomas has some specific properties left to him, 
which will be the subject of the remainder of this particular house history.  John has 
the benefit of the residual estate, which is not specifically defined, but it is placed into 
the hands of the same Trustees as those for the female beneficiaries, namely Gabriel 
Stone (from Somerset Court) and John Bartlett.  These two gentlemen also act as the 
executors of the estate.  It is also noted that John is the beneficiary for life and after 
his death it is to be divided equally between his two sons, George and Charles, as 
tenants in common, i.e. they each own a share which they can dispose of if they wish, 
and “for the purpose, use, benefit and behoof of the survivor.” John Page 
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www.gth.net

Westcountry Specialists
Sales, Lettings & Management of Residential, Agricultural & Commercial Property

Planning & Development, Building & Design, Fine Art

Somerset ■ Dorset ■ Devon ■ London

Residential ■ Lettings ■ Agricultural ■ Commercial ■ Fine Art ■ Land & Planning

Greenslade Taylor Hunt
75-77 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, TA8 1NW

T: 01278 782326, Email: residential.burnham-on-sea@gth.net
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Women’s Society 
We were amazed to see so many cyclists riding across Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua in aid of charity on the DVD of the event that Julie 
(Hatfield) showed us at our last meeting.  It was so encouraging to 
see so many ladies taking part and even Professor Winston joined them!  Thank you so 
much to Julie for bringing the DVD and to Dot and John for inviting us to their house, an 
interesting and pleasant evening had by all.  Welcome to our 2 new members, it was 
great to meet you and we do hope that you will enjoy our future meetings. 
We look forward to our Hot Pot Supper to be held at Julie’s house, Wick Farm, Wick 
Lane on Thursday 27th March.  This is such a popular evening and we look forward to 
sampling many different dishes. 
Dot Hatfield has invited us to her house to hear the Experiences of being a Young Carer 
on Thursday April 24th: this should be an interesting subject.  Please join us at Park 
Lodge, Brent Street at 8.00pm 
If anyone has difficulty in getting to our meetings, please ring Julie (751 229) or Ann  
(760 148) when a lift can be arranged. Thank you Ann 

Women’s Institute 
At our March meeting, a 
representative of the 
Freewheelers Emergency 
Volunteer Service enlightened 

us about the service they provide; it being to 
transport by motorcycle, blood and medical 
supplies to and from NHS hospitals between 
the hours of 19.00 and 07.00.  The service is 
free and is funded entirely by public donation 
and sponsorship. 
The speaker at the meeting on April 9th will be 
Simon Anderson on Support Dogs.  We meet 
in the Parish Hall at 2.30pm and we would 
welcome any Brent Knoll ladies (and there are 
many of you) who would like to come along to 
our meeting.  You may attend two meetings 
for free before deciding if you would like to 
join. 
The Soup Lunch on February 22nd was a 
great success.  Thank you to the members 
who contributed puds and raffle prizes and to 
those who helped on the day. 
The winner of the Flower of the month 
competition was Janet Southwell with a 
daffodil.                                                    JMG 
“Meet & Eat” 
Meet and Eat will be held on Monday April 14th in the Nuttall Room in the Parish Hall.  
Doors open at 12.30pm.  Please book with Liz by Friday April 11th on 760 810.  Do come 
and join us and have wholesome food in good company.  We look forward to seeing you.
 Liz, Rosemary, Bella and Weit 
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PLANT SALE 
& OPEN GARDEN 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SATURDAY 3rd MAY 
10.30am TO 1pm 

PLANTS, CAKES           EASY PARKING  
Exhibitions, Raffle        IN FIELD OPPOSITE,        

Activities foor your children    thanks to M/s. G. Isgar           

£2 INCLUDING COFFEE or TEA 
Somerset Wildlife Trust, Tonedale Mill, Tonedale, Wellington TA21 0AW 

Tel: 01823 652400    www.somersetwildlife.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“It’s Spring!!  The Martians have landed!” 

At ROOKERY HOUSE 
THE CAUSEWAY, 
MARK TA9 4QH 

on B3139 
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Your Local Family Will 
Writing Service 

Est 2003
Home Visiting 
Free initial Advice 
Wills and Trusts 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney

Secure Document Storage 
Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

Fully CRB Checked 
References provided 
Professional Indemnity Cover 

Contact
Owen J Cullwick

01278 794 463 
07927 445 215 

owen@cullwick.co.uk
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Blood Biker’s Concert 
Tickets are now available for the Cheddar Male Choir concert for the Blood Bikes 
Charity in Brent Knoll Parish Hall on May 10th 7.30pm. 
The “Freewheelers EVS Blood Bikes” is a Voluntary Service and a registered charity 
that provides a free out-of-hours motorcycle courier service to hospitals in the South 
West of England.  Cheddar Male Choir will be performing along with Francesca 
Bowkett and a new soprano called Kate Eastment. 
Tickets are just £5.  These are now on sale in Caroline’s Village Shop, (Brent Knoll 
Post Office), Holywell Nursing Home and Graham Knott 760 354 or any CMC 
member.  Tickets are limited due to the size of the hall so get yours early so as not to be 
disappointed.  
If you’d like to find out more about the Blood Bikers, then take a look at their website on:  
http://www.freewheelers.org.uk or Cheddar Male Choir http://www.cheddarmvchoir.co.uk. 
For further details contact Sarah Joyce at Holywell 760 601 or 787 493 Sarah 

Brent Knoll Church of England Primary School 
As always, there is a lot going on at Brent Knoll Primary School.  We arrived  
back at school after half term to discover a huge rocket in our playground! This 
certainly got everyone talking and was a great start to our infant pupils’ theme 
about Space.  
We celebrated World Book Day in style this week when the children came to 
school dressed as a character from a book they’d read in class.  Their costumes 
were amazing, it was difficult to recognise the children in class 1 as many of them were 
dressed as aliens!  Class 1 has been working extremely hard in preparation for an alien tea 
party.  Shopping lists and invitations have been written, recipes followed and cakes made, 
today they are inviting their friends in class 2 to their very special party. 
Children in class 3 are looking forward to their visit to the YMCA in Bridgwater, when they 
will get the opportunity to try a range of adventurous activities and class 4 are excited about 
their residential trip to Kilve Court Outdoor Centre - which is usually the highlight of the year.  
We are delighted that we’ve been asked to decorate a lighthouse for the lighthouse trail.  
Our lighthouse will be outside The Red Cow so please go along and have a look at the 
children’s work when the trail starts.  Our thanks go to The Red Cow for sponsoring the 
lighthouse that we’re painting. 
As well as a lighthouse, the children are also eager to decorate an Easter Egg for the Brent 
Knoll Easter Egg trail.  You’ll be able to see our Easter Egg outside the school. 
St Margaret’s Trust made a generous donation to the school once again and we were able 
to use the money to buy additional books and musical instruments.  We really appreciate 
these donations, they make a big difference to the children and I’d like to say thank you to 
the church and the trust on behalf of the school. 
Brent Knoll School is very fortunate to have a dedicated and hardworking team and great 
support from the local community.  This term, the governors have been busier than ever, 
because at Christmas, I decided that it was time for me to look for a new challenge, so the 
search for a new headteacher began.  It has been a real privilege to work at Brent Knoll 
Primary School and it seems incredible to think that I’ve been doing this job for over eight 
years.  The time has whizzed by.  Brent Knoll School is a lovely school and I am proud to 
have been the headteacher here.  I have no doubt that the new headteacher will relish the 
prospect of taking the school forward and I will be working closely with him over the coming 
weeks to make sure that the transition is as smooth as possible for everyone.  Thank you for 
the support that you have given to me and to the school.  I will be leaving with many happy 
memories of my time here. Karen Davidson 
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“200+ Club” – March Draw 
The March draw took place at the March Parish Hall Committee meeting with the 
numbers drawn by committee members.  The winning numbers were:- 
 

March No. Prize Name  
First Prize 264 £   20 Mr R.F.D. Ellis Manor Ride Brent Knoll 
Second Prize 280 £   20 Mr & Mrs S. Cox Manor Ride Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 258 £   16 Mr & Mrs A.W. Rich Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 209 £   12 Mr & Mrs H.C.A. Gilpin Burton Row Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 319 £   12 Mrs V. Gore East Ride Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 336 £   10 Mr C.A. Usher Boston Spa Wetherby 
Seventh Prize 313 £     8 Mr & Mrs A.R. Evans Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 01 £     6 Mr R.D. Filmer Brent Street Brent Knoll 
You can see the “200+ Club” winners on the village website at www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
Thank you all for your continued support of the “200+ Club” and our Parish Hall. 
 Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 

Test Your Local Knowledge - Answers 
1) 137m 
2) 5-6m 
3) 1875-1883 
4) 1290AD 
5) 1861 
6) 1837 
7) The Marine Lake, W-s-M 
8) Steep Holm 
9) North Curry Church 
10) Berrow Beach 
11) Joseph of Arimathea 

12) Brean Down 
13) Somerset County Museum, 

Taunton 
14) Westonzoyland - 1685 
15) The Priory Church of St Andrew, 

Stogursey 
16) Barrington Court 
17) Kilve 
18) On the Blackdown Hills above 

Wellington 
                                                          RA 

BRENT KNOLL FÊTE 
This year the Village Fête will be held on Saturday the 14th of June – please put this 
date in your diary; we would love to see you there.  
We held our first Committee meeting for 2014 on the 25th February and have another 
scheduled in March.  We still have some aspects to decide, particularly as we have 
heard that the Chalice Morris Men are, unfortunately, unable to perform this year, as 
they have been invited to a special gala event in the north of England on the same 
day.  We shall miss them, but still hope to have alternatives in place by this time next 
month.  A theme for the day is still under discussion, so, if you have any great ideas 
please let us know. 
Although the Fête Committee has close links with the Parish Hall Committee it is, in 
fact, a separate body and welcomes anyone who has fresh ideas and a willingness to 
muck in with the established team.  We do have an excellent group of helpers on the 
day and considerable experience of running the event, but at least some of us are 
getting towards later middle-age (!!) and will need extra hands in the coming years.  If 
you are interested, please contact me around the village or on 760 986.  

John Page, Chairman Village Fête Committee 
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WANT TO PLAY THE  
PIANO or KEYBOARD? 
Qualified piano and  
keyboard teacher in  
Brent Knoll available  
for friendly, informal lessons 
Beginners and nervous students a speciality 
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!  
For those who do want to work through 
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is 
taught. 

Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703 
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The Brent Knoll Inn 
Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4JG 

Phone 01278 760 335 / 07554 001 101 
Email ian@theoldpiertavern.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kasia, Ian and the Staff, welcome you to the Brent Knoll Inn which is a 
traditional country pub.  With a Friendly atmosphere, home cooked food, 
quality cask ales, traditional ciders, skittle alley available for skittles free 
to hire, meetings or other functions, 2 large gardens, which are 
designated for Dogs and their owners, and a separate garden for families.  
Food served daily and traditional home cooked Sunday Roast Lunches. 
We are now open all day 7 days a week. 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
  2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 
12th April 60’s/70’s Night with 12th July Music on the Green 
  the Return of “Top Mix”  with “The Fallen Apples” 
10th May Cheddar Male Choir   6th Sept Tim Pitman Sings 
14th June Village Fête 18th Oct Harvest Supper 
Next meeting – Committee Meeting, Monday, 14th April, 8.00pm, “Jubilee Room” 

Brent Knoll Parish Hall Bookings  
During the week the main hall is available on Monday mornings from 10.30am to 
1pm.  The main hall is still available on the first and last Wednesday afternoon of the 
month, if any one wants to set up a monthly group.  Whilst on the subject of 
Wednesdays, we have a few vacant evenings on the 9th, 16th and 23rd April, should 
anyone want to book a one off mid-week event.  Tuesday afternoons are also free.  If 
you just want a couple of hours, there are other possible days, just phone or email me 
for further information.   
For training seminars and small meetings, we have the Jubilee Room, which is 
becoming more widely known and attracting new users all the time.  If you would like 
to use it, please book early.  Likewise parties in the main hall need to be booked well 
in advance to avoid disappointment.  I have already taken several bookings for 2015.  
So if you have a landmark date and you want to celebrate with a party in the hall, do 
book well in advance.   
So what happens in the Parish Hall regularly?  Jane Roberts runs two Pilates classes 
in the hall.  On Monday and Wednesday mornings Jane Roberts, runs Pilates classes 
from 9.15 -10.15am.   
Pilates is a body conditioning routine that may help build flexibility, muscle strength, 
and endurance in the legs, abdominals, arms, hips, and back.  It puts emphasis on 
spinal and pelvic alignment, breathing, and developing a strong core or centre, and 
improving coordination and balance.  Pilates’ system allows for different exercises to 
be modified in range of difficulty from beginning to advanced.  Intensity can be 
increased over time as the body conditions and adapts to the exercises 
Look forward to hearing from you. 

Jenny Butters, 01278 760477 or jenny.butters@onetel.com 

60’s / 70’s NIGHT  
Dig out those flares and mini-skirts and enjoy a great night 
out at the Parish Hall on Saturday 12th April at 7.30pm. 
(Prizes for the best dressed in 60’s / 70’s fashion). 
You can dance the night away to music by the “Fabulous 
Top Mix” and if you feel hungry a Fish and Chip van will be 
there. 
Tickets cost just £8 (accompanied children 14 and under 
free) and are available from Eddie Fuller on 01278 760 308 
or from the Village Shop 01278 760 225. Eddie Fuller 
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Lympsham Gardening Club 
After such a wet and stormy Winter, Spring is very welcome with 
hellebores, crocuses, primroses, pulmonaria and even hyacinths and 
the odd dwarf tulip in bloom.  This year, the daffodils are particularly 
bright giving a briliant show of yellow.  All this encourages thoughts of starting the new 
gardening year.   
We started our March meeting with a short AGM.  Most of the Committee were returned 
but Jim Hamner has taken over from David Denison as Hon. Treasurer.  It has been 
decided to have a Swap Plant Table at each meeting.  Bring any spare plants you have, 
like the left-overs from too many seeds germinating etc – or even seasonal part used 
packets of seeds and donate them.  Then make a donation for anything  you wish to take 
from the table. 
The AGM was followed by an interesting, informative and often amusing talk given by 
Francis Farr-Cox about Spiders.  There are about 650 species of Spiders in Britain of 
which Somerset has around 390.  There are some spiders living in the U.K. that can bite, 
but  the bites mostly just cause discomfort or an unpleasant sensation.  As well as having 
8 legs, most spiders have 8 eyes and while not all spiders make webs, all produce silk.  
The silk is made of protein and is very strong and very elastic.  Two of the web types that 
we mostly see are the ‘wheel shaped’ webs made by garden spiders and ‘mass stranded’ 
ones created by house spiders.  The wheel shaped webs are created by ‘gluing’ the silk 
together, but the ‘glue’ dries out so the spider has to make a new web daily and eats the 
old one to provide more protein to produce the new one.  The webs of the house spider 
is not glued, but made by a tangled mess of strands, which can last for years and even 
be inherited by future generations.  One of our members admitted to having a ‘pet’ spider 
called Horatio inhabiting one of these webs – but we are not sure whether it is the orignal 
Horatio or one of a later generation as house spiders usually live only a couple of years! 
Dates of future Meetings:-   
Tuesday  8th April:   7.45pm Carole Hamlin will tell us about Axbridge 

Lavender Farm and will have plants for sale. 
Tuesday 13th May:   7.45pm Spring Containers with Cindy Tratt 
Thursday 15th May 10.00am Spring Coffee Morning at the Pavilion. 
Everyone welcome.  Members and Non-members       Bring & Buy & Plants for sale. 

 Mariette Denison 

RSPCA - Mutt Strut 
Fundraising Dog Walk 

Get a spring in your step and help to raise money for less fortunate animals in your 
area.  Come and join us for a 2½ mile walk starting from the: 

Apex Park, Burnham on Sea 
2pm on Sunday 13th April 

You can get further details and sponsorship forms from our Animal Centre at Brent 
Knoll on 01278 782 671, from our shops or via our website: 

www.rspcanorthsomerset.org.uk 
All proceeds to the RSPCA North Somerset Branch 

(Registered charity no. 205284) 
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23B Church St, 
Highbridge, 
Somerset, 
TA9 3AG 

01278 795556 
 

Re-Upholstery 
Modern or Antique Furniture 
Repairs 
Spring Replacement 
Foam . . Cut to Size, largest stock in the area 
All work Guaranteed 



-,

���������	
��	�
�����	
��	�����������	�������	��
�������
�

Let’s  Celebrate 
Cakes by Alison 

 
Wedding and Celebration Cakes 

 Cupcakes and Sugarcraft workshops 
AAlison 07825 233665 

www.lets-celebrate.uk.com          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   Reliable Professional Driver 
          No distance too far! 

         
  Call: 760592 or 07950 304196 

for a quote 
  
Licensed for Private Hire by Sedgemoor DC 

SW AIRPORT CARS  
PERSONAL CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 

EXECUTIVE TRAVEL AT TAXI PRICES! 
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Your April Sudokus 
 The Easiest Sudoku Hard Sudoku (Win a £5 Prize!) 
 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 2    5   4 8
 

B 5 7 1 3         
C    9 6   7  
 

D    2 3 8 1   
 

E 8 6   1     9
 

F 7       5 2
 

G 4 8 9   7    
 

H  3  6 4  2   
 
J   5       

This month I feature the “Easiest Sudoku”!  It won a prize for me in a website 
competition seen at http://www.sudokuwiki.org/Easiest_Sudoku_Competition. See 
how many minutes it takes you to solve and let me know- no cheating! 
15 persons solved last month’s Sudoku.  They were Ivor Ainsworth, Klaus Brenner, 
Jenny Butters, Pauline Chadwick, Tim Cromwell, Mac Hares, Arndt Hartmann, Liz 
Ibrahim, Frankie New, Chris Marsh, Peter Osborn, Christine Sandy, John Spiers, 
Caroline Sturgess and Ted Toon.  One said it took 3 attempts!  Frankie New won the 
ballot.  Send your solution to 48, Brent Street or david@flockman.com.  If there are 
several winners, there will be another ballot. David Filmer 
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request from several competitors) are below:- 
 Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Trivia 
Q1  Hot, cross bunnies.  Q2.  Mallardjusted.  Q3.  Because they just finished a March. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 3 1      
 

B   6 2      
C     7   
 

D   9   3    
 

E   6     4 
 

F     1    
 

G 2     6  
 

H   7 9 5   
 
J 4    5    

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A 1 7 2 8 3 4 9 6 5
 

B 8 4 5 1 9 6 3 7 2
   

C 9 3 6 5 2 7 8 1 4
 

D 7 6 8 2 4 9 1 5 3
 

E 4 5 1 3 6  8 7 2 9
 

F 3 2 9 7 5 1 4 8 6
 

G 2 8 4 6 1 3 5 9 7
 

H 6 1 3 9 7 5 2 4 8
 
J 5 9 7 4 8 2 6 3 1

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A 1 3 5 4 9 2 6 7 8 
 

B 2 7 8 6 5 1 3 4 9 
  
C 4 6 9 8 3 7 1 5 2 
 

D 7 1 3 2 4 9 8 6 5 
 

E 6 5 2 1 8 3 7 9 4 
 

F 9 8 4 7 6 5 2 1 3 
 

G 8 2 1 5 7 4 9 3 6 
 

H 3 4 6 9 1 8 5 2 7 
 
J 5 9 7 3 2 6 4 8 1 
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Brent Knoll Local History Society (BKLHS) 
In February we started by discussing a letter Brian Freestone had received, and copied 
me, from Michael Howe, whose father lived in Cazenove, now Under Knoll.  This 
highlighted his role in World War I and reminded us that we should be looking for any 
other local stories relating to Brent Knoll residents who participated.  Please do let me 
know if you have any such.  We then looked at a “Tything Table” “wherein the nature of 
tythes and all things tythable are shewn.”  This explained exactly what was involved 
when tithes were extracted and contained some illustrations demonstrating vicars 
keeping an eye on various tithed objects.  We also inspected some of the areas that 
have been affected by boundary changes over the last couple of centuries and ended by 
investigating what some of the bricks used in local buildings can tell us about their 
antiquity. 
The next meetings of this society will be on Monday 24th March and Monday 28th April in 
the Jubilee Room of the Parish Hall, starting at 7.30pm.  New members will be very 
welcome.  To cover costs (mainly the hire of the Jubilee Room) a small charge, usually 
£1 (sometimes £2), is payable.  If you cannot make either of these meetings, please note 
the 4th Monday of the month in your diary for the Autumn months, as this is our regular 
meeting date. 
During the Summer months we try to get out for visits to places of historic interest.  If you 
have any ideas about venues please do let us know.  Currently we have booked in to 
have a High Parts Tour visit to Wells Cathedral at 2pm on the 29th May.  Spaces are 
limited to 12 and most have already gone, but if enough people are interested it may be 
possible to arrange a second group on the same day.  There is a charge of £6 for the 
tour, but we hope to arrange shared transport amongst ourselves.  One proviso; you 
have to be reasonably fit to get up the circular stairs and around the roof – but it is well 
worth the effort.  Another venue which has been proposed is a visit to the Somerset 
Museum at Taunton.  Often going with a crowd of like-minded people can add to the 
enjoyment of such visits and sometimes we can get into places that would not otherwise 
be available.  As we need to make arrangements before the date we welcome 
suggestions now.  Hope to see you there. John Page 

Girls Just Wanna Have Fun!  -  Some dates for 2014 
Girls Just Wanna Have Fun are hosting an Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Monday, 20th 
April, from 2pm at Woodlands.  Bring a picnic and enjoy a relaxed afternoon with good 
company, hopefully sunshine and a lot of laughs.   
Everyone is welcome, with or without children - enjoy the terrace with its fantastic views, 
the bar will be open.  £5 per family, or group of 4. 
Some future dates for Girls Just Wanna Have Fun 
May 22nd, Croquet and Pimms at Bleadon Croquet club, 7pm, £5 
June 26th, Race Night at Woodlands, 7.30pm, £5 
July 23rd, Killer Softball at Woodlands, 7.30pm, £5 
More Information: - Tel: 01278 760 225  -  Email: cheesechen@hotmail.com Caroline 

Women’s Section successful pancake event 
Over 70 hungry mouths enjoyed pancakes in the Parish Hall recently.  The event, held by 
and in aid of the Brent Knoll Royal British Legion Women’s Section, raised £200 from the 
sale of pancakes (served with a choice of sweet or savoury fillings) and a Bring & Buy 
stall.  Many thanks to everyone for making this such a successful event, especially the 
cooks, attendees, donors and helpers. Mary Piper 
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Bespoke Gates 
and Garage 

Doors Limited 

Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel :  01278 760068

e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality 

bespoke wooden gates

-*
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“I asked my grandson what he would like to be when he grows up.” 
“No engine drivers, I bet.” 

“He said he wants to be a money man.” 
“A money man, what’s that?” 

“Well he said he saw on telly a man who had lost a lot of money from his bank, 
and they paid him a million pounds to go away.  So my boy said, if you can get that 
load of money for losing the bank’s money, what would you get for making money, 

you can’t lose, so he’s going to be a money man!” 
“I think we were born too early!” 
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BRENT KNOLL AND MARK TENNIS CLUB 
The Tennis Club Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 10th April 
at 8pm at the clubhouse. AH 

Chalice Morris Men 
We have been holding our normal practice evenings in The Parish Hall and at the 
moment are putting the final touches to our programme of events.  Ones to note are 
Thursday 14th August where we will dance outside of The Parish Hall at 8pm and then 
go on to The Dunstan House in Burnham to give a show there. 
Also we have planned on Thursday 28th August.  8pm to be at The White Horse at 
Mark, followed by The Brent Knoll Inn at 9pm: this will hopefully be followed 
by one of our song and music sessions.  Very soon the programme will be 
published at www.chalicemorrismen.org where you can follow us. 
Look out for more news or for contact Bob Cross on 01934 632 850               
or through the links on the website Bob Cross 
 
 
 
 
It is with a great deal of sadness and regret that we the Flower Show Committee have 
concluded that without the necessary participation and support from Brent Knoll 
village, the event is no longer viable and no further Flower Shows are planned. 
We thank all those that contributed over the years to what is sadly now a declining 
pastime due to nonparticipation. 
Should anyone consider resurrecting the event, Marion Vining holds the relevant 
paraphernalia, cups etc. Gillian Poulter, Secretary 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

12TH MAY 2014 AT 7:30PM 
ALL WELCOME 

Just for Fun 
A murder suspect’s trial wasn’t going well, so his lawyer resorted to a trick.  “I have a 
surprise for you,” he told the jury.  “In one minute, the real murderer will walk into this 
courtroom!” 
Stunned, the jurors looked towards the door, but nothing happened.  “I lied,” said the 
lawyer.  “But you all looked over with anticipation, which proves there’s a reasonable 
doubt as to my client’s guilt.” 
The jury retired to deliberate and found the defendant guilty. 
“But you must have had some doubt,” the lawyer protested.  You all stared at the door!” 
“True,” said the judge, “but your client didn’t!” The Friendly Pharmacist 



MBC Property Maintenance
We can take care of all of your property 
maintenance, inside and out, including

Decorating - Fencing - Decking- 
Sheds - Gardening - Flooring -

Made to Measure Metal
Gates & Railings 

No Job Too Small 

Call us on 01278 760170 
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Secure Caravan Storage 
Gary and Sarah Bowden 

G&S Storage 
Tel: 01934 750631 
Mob:07970 950707 

Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ 
www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5 
Insurance approved - CASSOA 

CCTV and Lighting 
Hard standing with easy access 

Wash facility 
Towing available 

OPEN ALL YEAR

,(
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BRENT KNOLL GUIDES 
This term we have welcomed 4 new recruits, Sydney, Lily and Chloe from 
BK Brownies and Ruby from East Brent Brownies.  We say goodbye to Ellie 
W and Olivia who are both staying in Guiding and becoming young leaders 
at Brent Knoll Rainbows and 5th Burnham Brownies (a newly opened 
Brownie pack being run by ex-Brent Knoll Brownie leaders Claire and Jess).   
Early on in the term the guides helped out at the Wassail at Westcroft Cider Farm.  Ellie S was 
the Wassail Queen this year.  We worked on Go for It – Chocolate.  Over the course of the 3 
weeks the guides ate it, washed with it and drank it!!  They made chocolate pizzas, made 
chocolate face masks, etc. and we visited Cheddar Chocolate factory, where the guides were 
able to see the process of making chocolates and of course, a chance to sample many different 
flavours and types of chocolate.   
After all the chocolate, we decided to do something healthy and we entered 2 teams of guides in 
the Swimarathon organized by the BOS Rotary Club.  This was a great event and the girls 
enjoyed the swim.   
Sponsor of a Kenyan Child – Educate the Kids Project.  The guides were inspired by Bethan 
Rees, who was a guide with us, and who sponsors a child herself.  The guides have decided to 
sponsor a child and we have been advised by Sue Stevens, who helps organize the project, that 
the girl we are sponsoring is Neema Ruwa and she started school on 8th January 2014 thanks to 
Brent Knoll Guides.  The sponsorship is £72 per year and the guides plan that the money we 
raise at the Swimarathon will cover the annual sponsorship for Neema for this year. 
2014 is the year of the Big Brownie Birthday – Brownies are 100 years old in 2014 
This year there will be lots of events for the Brownie section as they celebrate 100 years of 
Brownies.  Girlguiding have organized a challenge for guides to take part in and to help 
celebrate (especially as most of the BK guides were once brownies!!).  Patrols will chose 6 
activities with the aim for the guides to try new activities and skill and reflect of the last 100 
years of Brownies and how Guiding has changed in that time.  We have started this already; 
planting a flower in a recycled item.  Flowers were planted in a baked bean tin, old wellie 
boot, babies sock and a champagne glass to name of few of the items used!  Having a cup 
of tea in an unusual place – the ladies toilets at the Parish Hall seemed the most popular 
choice!!  We will continue with this challenge into next term when we can start on the 
outdoor challenges.   
Annabel, one of our Young Leaders and a very talented artist, is busy painting a lighthouse 
for the Burnham Lighthouse Trail, which will be held in the Summer.  Annabel is painting it 
with the Big Brownie Birthday artwork – I have had a preview and it is going to look fantastic 
when it is finished.  We are led to believe it will be displayed at one of the local supermarkets 
or on the sea front near the pavilion (which is also 100 years old this year). Jane 

CLOTHING RECYCLING BIN – in the garden at St Michael’s House 
Support:  Brent Knoll Guides and St Michael’s Church 

Thank you from all the guides to all who are supporting us by donating old clothes, etc. in our 
collecting bin at St Michael’s House.  We have recently sent off a couple of loads and Brent 
Knoll Guides and Youth Projects at St Michael’s Church have received £120 each.   The 
collecting bin is for clothes, bedding (not duvets or pillows), curtains, shoes and bags and all 
proceeds will be split between Brent Knoll Guides and St Michael’s Church in aid of their youth 
projects.  The container will remain in the garden of St Michael’s House thanks to Tania and 
Gary.  If you have any of these items to dispose of please put in a bin bag and either drop into 
the container in the garden at St Michael’s House, Church Lane, BK or bring along to guides 
any Wednesday night.  Please spread the word to your neighbours and friends.  This will be 
ongoing for the benefit of all guides and the church.  If you need anything collected, please 
contact a member of the guides or church committee. 

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE CHURCH AND GUIDE GROUP 
BY USING THIS FACILITY IN THE GARDEN AT ST MICHEAL’S HOUSE – THANK YOU. 
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – February 2014 
The first half of February was as stormy as January - in some ways more so 
– and the second half was refreshingly normal.  The difference lay in the 
track taken by those Atlantic low pressure systems, which for most of the 
Winter ran well south of the usual path and brought us more wind and rain 
than we are used to.  In mid-February the track moved back where it 
belongs, to the north of Scotland, and the severe weather came to an end. 
The procession of deep lows created several new records.  We saw in the 
last issue of BKN, that January was the wettest month since the weather 
station was set up in 2007.  In February it rained every day except the 16th 
producing a rainfall of 112.8mm (4.4in) - by far the highest February figure 
we have seen. Three-quarters of that rain fell on soaked ground in the first half of the 
month, and so deposited yet more water into the Levels. 
The first half of February was windy too, with a new average wind speed record of 30kts 
(35mph) on the 12th, and a gust of 46.1kts (53mph) early on the 15th - also a new record. 
Overall, February was our second windiest month – it was a good deal windier than 
January - but March 2008 is still the record-holder for wind run.  The average pressure 
for February was a very low 996.5hPa, breaking a record that was set only last month. 
The gale early on the 15th marked the end of the storms, and the rest of the month was 
uneventful.  With the low pressure systems now well to the north of us, their effect on us 
was more moderate – breezes instead of gales, showers instead of downpours - in fact 
fairly normal February weather, but for the absence of low temperatures. 
The almost unbroken south-westerly airstream meant that February was mild with an 
average temperature of 6.8°C (44°F) - not quite our mildest February ever (2011 was 
warmer), but well above normal.  The month passed without a single air frost – there 
were a couple of ground frosts, but not once did the air temperature drop below freezing.  
That’s another first for February. 
In weather terms, the end of February marks the end of Winter, and there is no shortage 
of new records there either.  It was by far the wettest Winter we have recorded with 
369.8mm (14.6in) of rain: indeed it was wetter than any season we have recorded, even 
during the notorious 2012. 
It was a mild Winter for the same reason that February was mild, i.e. the persistent 
south-westerly airstream.  The average temperature was 6.8°C (the same figure as for 
February), which is about 3°C above normal, and there were just eight air frosts for the 
whole Winter – we could reasonably expect about three times that number. 
Last Spring was the coldest on record.  After such a miserable Winter, perhaps we’ll 
have a warm Spring this year. 
 Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 

BRENT KNOLL BEAT SURGERY 
our Neighbourhood Beat Officers 

PC 3874 Esther Lawson and PCSO 9613 Pauline Dixon 
will be holding a Beat Surgery on 
Wednesday, April 2nd 

10.30am to 12 noon 
Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 

Please use this opportunity to meet your Neighbourhood Beat Team and discuss any issues 
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K M GORDON 
JCB PLANT HIRE 

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS 
FENCING/PATIOS/DRIVEWAYS 

Tel: 01278 760 642 
Mob: 07885 251 697 
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More Ramblings of a Rambler 
Spring is definitely with us and you do not have to be wandering 
the fields to see the wonders of nature.  Our nice warm cosy 
houses are full of insects coming out of their Winter sleep.  We, 
at the moment, are suffering from ladybirds, they insist on 
dropping on you just when you are heading for slumberland and 
sometimes give you a nasty nip.  Other lodgers are butterflies, 
which spend all day trying to get through the glass in a window, 
until someone opens it for them.  Because we have a cat and 
dogs in the family, we are not troubled by rodents in the house, but the rambleress is 
tearing her hair out trying to bring plants on in the potting shed.  As soon as the young 
shoots come through, they are nibbled away by greedy little mice.  The first week in 
March, during early evening, I sighted my first bat of the year.  It was somewhat 
unusual for an English bat; it enjoyed a lengthy period of play.  
The mild weather after the wet and windy period is most welcome; now cultivation 
must begin in earnest as we have a lot of catching up to do.  Meanwhile, the 
countryside is blooming with primroses, violets and daffodils, (If I could spell narcissus 
I would have included them as well.)  There are signs of leaves on the hawthorn, wild 
garlic has started to push through the earth, the bumble bees and jaspers (wasps) are 
also appearing.  
A walk, with my dog, took me into Burnham through Brent Broad and Middle 
Burnham.  Just short of the railway line on the return journey we came across a field 
of sheep and it was obvious something was amiss, as one sheep was away from the 
others.  The field being rather large and my eyesight poor I walked towards the 
animal, as I neared it I could see the sheep was lying on it's back.  Sheep are quite 
square and once on their backs cannot regain their footing.  After tethering my dog, I 
rolled the sheep over and having regained it's balance off it ran to re-join the flock.  
 The Rambler 
Just for Fun 
John, aged 82, went to the doctors for a check-up.  The next day the doctor saw John 
having a drink with a gorgeous young blond and looking very happy. 
The next time the doctor saw John, he asked him how he was.  “I am fine” he replied, 
“and doing just what you said.  I got a hot mamma and I am very cheerful.” 
“Oh no”, cried the doctor, “I said you have a heart murmur, so do be careful!” 
A committee is a group of people that take minutes and waste hours! 
When someone stole our credit cards, I did not report it, as the thief was spending 
less than my wife! RW 
A drunk stopped a passer-by and asked the time.  The passer-by looked at his watch 
and told him.  “I can’t work it out,” muttered the inebriate.  “All day long I keep getting 
different answers!” DW 
Having more money doesn't make you happier.  I have 50 million dollars but I'm just 
as happy as when I had 48 million. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
I don't believe in astrology.  I am a Sagittarius and we're very sceptical. 
 Arthur C Clarke 
Thanks to Mary Wridgway for the last couple of quotes. Bob
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0786674499501278 641516 
www.markkitchensandmore.co.uk

Sandale House, Mark.

The Red Cow 
 Large Beer Garden FRIDAY NIGHT is 
 Function Room CURRY Night - £6.00p 
 Traditional Food Homemade Chicken Curry 
  Popadom & Chutney 
  Tel: 01278 760 234 

Our Menu is available as a Take Away Our Menu is available as a Take Away 

Email: allergytesting@churchviews.co.uk 

�%�%&'�(�)�'���
*%��**��	+*�,�'-
�������	
������������

	�&��'-
.**�)���/)�++��0

.�0,�'-/.�*1�'�(�.��0,
2���0

.��0,�)*�&����+3
�++�.�*&

,�6�&�
8<�
'������
)������

+���������)��
%-C
G-)
%��J
&)**�+'()-(

+����
���	
�����
���
'&>
��	�����



50 
 

Diary for April 2014 Page 
  1st April Fool’s Day    
  1st Toddlers [Last Day of Term] Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
  1st Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St Michael’s Church   7.30pm-9pm 
  2nd SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
  2nd Mobile Library [NOTE Wednesday!!] See Village Notice Boards for Details  
  2nd Community Beat Surgery Nuttall Room 10.30-12 noon 44 
  4th Aloe Vera in Veterinary Practice Parish Hall   7.00pm 39 
  7th Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday) Parish Hall   2.00pm  
  7th Tennis Club Winter Whist Drive Ivy Clad Hall   7.00pm 16 
  7th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room   7.30pm 7 

Parish Council – Meeting Jubilee Room to follow immediately 
  8th RBL Women’s Section Branch meeting Red Cow   7.00pm 7 
  8th Lympsham Gardening Club – “Lavender”  Manor Hall, Lympsham   7.45pm 32 
  9th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste Your House   Early!!  
  9th Women’s Institute “Support Dogs” Parish Hall   2.30pm 23 
10th Brent Knoll & Mark Tennis Club AGM Clubhouse   8.00pm 40 
12th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café  Parish Hall 10.00am 12, 31 
12th 60’s / 70’s Night – The Return of “Top Mix” Parish Hall   7.30pm 31 
13th Palm Sunday   16 
13th RSPCA – “Mutt Strut” Apex Park, B-o-S   2.00pm 32 
13th Crosses on the Knoll The Knoll   3.00pm 3 
14th Meet & Eat Nuttall Room 12.30pm 23 
14th Parish Hall Committee Meeting Jubilee Room   8.00pm 31 
15th DEADLINE FOR MAY BRENT KNOLL NEWS 12.00 noon 50 
15th Full Moon   16 
16th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
16th Good Companions - “Old Burnham-on-Sea” Parish Hall   2.30pm 16 
18th Good Friday   16 
20th Easter Sunday   3, 16 
20th Easter Egg Hunt (Girls Just Wanna Have Fun!) Woodlands   2.00pm 36 
20th Easter Egg Trail St Michael’s Church   2.00pm-4pm 8 
21st Queen Elizabeth II’s Birthday   16 
23rd St George’s Day   16 
23rd Annual Parish Meeting Parish Hall   7.30pm 7 
24th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste [1 Day Late] Your House   Early!!  
24th Women’s Society Park Lodge   8.00pm 23 
25th The “BAD” Group Jubilee Room   7.30pm 23 
28th Brent Knoll Local History Society Jubilee Room   7.30pm 36 
29th Toddlers [Start of Summer Term] Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon 4 
29th New Moon   16 
30th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
Anything missing?  Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Event Diary 
DEADLINE FOR THE MAY 2014 ISSUE –  
All contributions to be received by NOON on Tuesday, 15th April, to:- 
Bob, e-mail: bob@flockman.com or Wascelyn, 48, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DT 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or represent the standpoint 
of the Brent Knoll News.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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